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Whigs (British political party) 

 The Whigs merged into the new Liberal Party in the 1850s, though some Whig aristocrats left 

the Liberal Party in 1885 to form the Liberal Unionist Party, which merged into the Liberals' 

rival, the modern day Conservative Party, in 1912. 

Conservative Party (UK) 

 On 11 July 2016, Theresa May became the leader of the Conservative Party with immediate 

effect following the withdrawal from the leadership election of her sole remaining opponent, 

Andrea Leadsom. Appointed Prime Minister of the United Kingdom on 13 July 2016, 
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Conservative Party - political party, United Kingdom 

 Conservative Party, byname Tories, in the United Kingdom, a political party whose guiding 

principles include the promotion of private property and enterprise, the maintenance of a 

strong military, and the preservation of traditional cultural values and institutions. Since 

World War I the Conservative Party and its principal opponent, the Labour Party, have 

dominated British political life. 

Labour Party - political party, United Kingdom 

 Labour Party, British political party whose historic links with trade unions have led it to 

promote an active role for the state in the creation of economic prosperity and in the 
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provision of social services. In opposition to the Conservative Party, it has been the major 

democratic socialist party in Britain since the early 20th century. 
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